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Celebrating Hispanic Heritage Month 2020

Hackensack Meridian Health is honored 
to celebrate National Hispanic Heritage 
Month from September 15th though 
October 15th. This is an annual 
celebration which recognizes the 
culture, traditions, history and 
contributions of Latinx Americans in the 
United States. This year’s national 
theme is “Hispanics: Be Proud of Your 
Past, Embrace the Future”. The theme 
invites us to reflect on the numerous 
contributions the Latinx community 
have made to our nation and around 
the world.  Throughout this time, HMH 
will highlight some of these 
contributions.

September 15th- October 15th



How the Latinx Community is
Affected by COVID-19

Hispanics and Latinx have a disproportionate rate of 

infection in 45 states and the District of Columbia.

Increasingly, Hispanics and Latinos die from COVID-19 at 

rates higher than their share of state populations. In 

May, this was true in only seven states, but now it is true 

in 20 states and the District of Columbia.

Nationwide compared to White, Non-Hispanic persons, 

Hispanic or Latinx cases of COVID-19 are approximately 

2.8 times higher, hospitalization is 4.6 times higher and 

deaths are approximately 1.5 times higher.

In New Jersey, the Latinx community makes up an 

estimated 21% of the population. As for COVID-19 

statistics in NJ, the Latinx community makes up 30% of 

the cases and 20% of the deaths. 
Picture Source: https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/fact/table/NJ,US/PST045219
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/covid-data/investigations-discovery/hospitalization-death-by-race-ethnicity.html#footnote01
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2020/09/23/914427907/as-pandemic-deaths-add-up-racial-disparities-persist-and-in-some-cases-worsen#states

https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/fact/table/NJ,US/PST045219
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/covid-data/investigations-discovery/hospitalization-death-by-race-ethnicity.html#footnote01
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2020/09/23/914427907/as-pandemic-deaths-add-up-racial-disparities-persist-and-in-some-cases-worsen#states


How the Latinx Community is
Affected by COVID-19

States have been working to identify the race of those with 

COVID-19 cases. In May, only 51% of cases and 88% of deaths 

had an identified race. Since then, 65% of new cases have an 

identified race. There are also efforts being made to identify the 

race of deaths previously recorded with an unknown race.

Dr. Utibe Essien, a health equity researcher at the University of 

Pittsburgh, says having an unidentified race connected to these 

cases can be problematic because "If we don't know who is sick, 

we're not going to know… who should be getting the 

vaccination. We're not going to know where we should be 

directing our personal protective equipment to make sure that 

health care workers are protected”.

Photo Source: https://profiles.dom.pitt.edu/dgim/faculty_info.aspx/Essien7016 
Source: https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2020/05/30/865413079/what-do-coronavirus-racial-disparities-look-like-state-by-state
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2020/09/23/914427907/as-pandemic-deaths-add-up-racial-disparities-persist-and-in-some-cases-worsen#states

Utibe R. Essien, MD, MPH
Assistant Professor of Medicine,
University of Pittsburgh, School of Medicine

Core Investigator,
Center for Health Equity Research and Promotion,
VA Pittsburgh Healthcare System

https://profiles.dom.pitt.edu/dgim/faculty_info.aspx/Essien7016
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https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2020/09/23/914427907/as-pandemic-deaths-add-up-racial-disparities-persist-and-in-some-cases-worsen#states


How the Latinx Community is Affected by 
COVID-19: Health Disparities

In 2019, 29.7% of the 

Latinx community 

were uninsured (the 

highest percentage 

out of all 

demographic groups).

Source: https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/nhis/earlyrelease/insur202009-508.pdf
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How the Latinx Community is Affected by 
COVID-19: Health Disparities

• The CDC reported that Latinx were 
approximately:

• Twice as likely to be diagnosed with 
diabetes than whites

 More likely to visit an emergency 
room because of asthma

 Have higher numbers of kidney 
disease and kidney failure. All of 
which are conditions that can cause 
one to be at an increased risk for 
severe illness from COVID-19. https://www.cnn.com/2020/05/18/opinions/latinos-covid-19-impact-morales/index.html

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/people-with-medical-conditions.html
Photo: http://www.transforminghealth.org/stories/2013/06/latino-mens-health.php

https://www.cnn.com/2020/05/18/opinions/latinos-covid-19-impact-morales/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/people-with-medical-conditions.html


How the Latinx Community is Affected 
by COVID-19: ICE

The number of immigrants with COVID-19 in 

Immigration Customs Enforcement (ICE) custody 

has risen rapidly since the start of the pandemic.

Out of the 45,419 detainees tested, there have 

been 6,387 detainees nationwide that have 

tested positive, 8 deaths, and 677 cases 

currently under isolation or monitoring.

Concerning COVID-19 employee cases, there 

have been 45 confirmed cases of ICE employees 

at detention centers testing positive. In addition 

to 153 cases confirmed amongst ICE employees 

not assigned to detention facilities.Picture Source: https://www.medpagetoday.com/blogs/doing-time/84721
Source: https://www.ice.gov/coronavirus
https://www.npr.org/2020/07/01/871625210/you-can-either-be-a-survivor-or-die-covid-19-cases-surge-in-ice-detention

https://www.ice.gov/coronavirus
https://www.ice.gov/coronavirus
https://www.npr.org/2020/07/01/871625210/you-can-either-be-a-survivor-or-die-covid-19-cases-surge-in-ice-detention


How the Latinx Community is Affected 
by COVID-19: Education

On July 6th the U.S. Immigration and Customs 

Enforcement (ICE) announced that if a student does not 

take an in-person course at their college (due to classes 

being remote), they could face having to leave the 

country. 

After criticism, and a coalition of over 20 universities 

filing a lawsuit against new order, it was announced on 

July 14th that the policy would be rescinded.

The most recent update on ICE’s website states that 

“nonimmigrant students in New or Initial status after 

March 9 will not be able to enter the United States to 

enroll in a U.S. school as a nonimmigrant student for 

the fall term to pursue a full course of study that is 100 

percent online”.
https://www.ice.gov/coronavirus
https://www.ice.gov/doclib/coronavirus/covid19faq.pdf
https://www.npr.org/2020/07/01/871625210/you-can-either-be-a-survivor-or-die-covid-19-cases-surge-in-ice-detention
https://thehill.com/homenews/administration/506072-ice-tells-students-on-visas-they-must-leave-us-if-schools-go-online
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/education/ice-rule-harvard-international-students-rescinded/2020/07/14/319fdae0-c607-11ea-a99f-3bbdffb1af38_story.html

https://www.ice.gov/coronavirus
https://www.npr.org/2020/07/01/871625210/you-can-either-be-a-survivor-or-die-covid-19-cases-surge-in-ice-detention
https://thehill.com/homenews/administration/506072-ice-tells-students-on-visas-they-must-leave-us-if-schools-go-online


How the Latinx Community is Affected 
by COVID-19: Employment

Latinx workers have been significantly impacted 

by COVID-19:

• 40% of the Latinx community, compared 

to 27% of all Americans, took a pay cut 

due to COVID-19.

• Initially, 18.5% lost their jobs, as opposed 

to 14.4% of the overall U.S. population.

• Over 24% of Latinos work in low-wage 

jobs.

• Over 1.3  million Latinx adults cannot 

access unemployment insurance or 

benefits from CARES (Coronavirus Aid, 

Relief and Economic Security) because 

they are not U.S. citizens.Source:
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2020/04/03/u-s-latinos-among-hardest-hit-by-pay-cuts-job-losses-due-to-coronavirus/
https://www.epi.org/blog/black-and-hispanic-workers-are-much-less-likely-to-be-able-to-work-from-home/
https://www.pewresearch.org/hispanic/2020/08/04/coronavirus-economic-downturn-has-hit-latinos-especially-hard/
https://www.nbcdfw.com/news/coronavirus/many-latino-families-on-the-front-lines-of-coronavirus-pandemic-excluded-from-relief/2356251/
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This chart separates the share of workers who can telework for the 
three largest race groups as well as by Hispanic ethnicity
(these groups are not mutually exclusive in these data).

Share of Workers Who Can Telework by Race and Ethnicity 2017-2018

https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2020/04/03/u-s-latinos-among-hardest-hit-by-pay-cuts-job-losses-due-to-coronavirus/
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2020/04/03/u-s-latinos-among-hardest-hit-by-pay-cuts-job-losses-due-to-coronavirus/
https://www.epi.org/blog/black-and-hispanic-workers-are-much-less-likely-to-be-able-to-work-from-home/
https://www.pewresearch.org/hispanic/2020/08/04/coronavirus-economic-downturn-has-hit-latinos-especially-hard/

