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Celebrating Hispanic Heritage Month 2020

Hackensack Meridian Health is honored 
to celebrate National Hispanic Heritage 
Month from September 15th though 
October 15th. This is an annual 
celebration which recognizes the 
culture, traditions, history and 
contributions of Latinx Americans in the 
United States. This year’s national 
theme is “Hispanics: Be Proud of Your 
Past, Embrace the Future”. The theme 
invites us to reflect on the numerous 
contributions the Latinx community 
have made to our nation and around 
the world.  Throughout this time, HMH 
will highlight some of these 
contributions.

September 15th- October 15th



Only 53.5% of the 

Latinx community have 

private health care (the 

lowest percentage out 

of all demographic 

groups).

https://www.cnn.com/2020/05/18/opinions/latinos-covid-19-impact-morales/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/people-with-medical-conditions.html
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2020/04/18/coronavirus-latinos-disproportionately-dying-losing-jobs/5149044002/
Chart Info: https://www.census.gov/content/dam/Census/library/publications/2018/demo/p60-264.pdf
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Healthcare Access in the Latinx 
Community: Health Disparities

https://www.cnn.com/2020/05/18/opinions/latinos-covid-19-impact-morales/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/people-with-medical-conditions.html
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2020/04/18/coronavirus-latinos-disproportionately-dying-losing-jobs/5149044002/


Healthcare Access in the Latinx 
Community: Health Disparities

• The CDC reported that Latinx were 
approximately:

• twice as likely to be diagnosed with 
diabetes than whites,

 more likely to visit an emergency 
room because of asthma

 have higher numbers of kidney 
disease and kidney failure. All of 
which are conditions that can cause 
one to be at an increased risk for 
severe illness from COVID-19. https://www.cnn.com/2020/05/18/opinions/latinos-covid-19-impact-morales/index.html

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/people-with-medical-conditions.html
Photo: http://www.transforminghealth.org/stories/2013/06/latino-mens-health.php

https://www.cnn.com/2020/05/18/opinions/latinos-covid-19-impact-morales/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/people-with-medical-conditions.html


Picture Source: https://www.kff.org/infographic/health-and-health-care-for-hispanics-in-the-united-states/
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Dr. Mario Molina
Scientist and Nobel Laureate in Chemistry

(Mexican) Dr. Mario Molina was one of the first 
scientists to warn the world about the dangers of 
chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs). It was his research with 
Professor Sherwood Rowland into CFCs - then 
widely used in refrigerators, aerosols, and cleaning 
solvents - that would ultimately lead to the 
discovery of the hole in the ozone layer over the 
Antarctic Ocean.

In 1995, Molina, along with two other scientists, 
shared the Nobel Prize in Chemistry for the 
discovery. Thanks to the Montreal Protocol CFCs are 
banned in large parts of the world - developing 
world countries still have a few years to phase them 
out. In 2013, President Obama awarded him the 
Presidential Medal of Freedom, the nation’s highest 
civilian honour.Photo Source: https://medium.com/bz-notes/celebrating-mario-molina-nobel-laureate-in-chemistry-and-

my-ph-d-advisor-9ad462a4affc
Source: https://www.worldremit.com/en/stories/story/2019/06/19/hispanic-heroes-america

https://medium.com/bz-notes/celebrating-mario-molina-nobel-laureate-in-chemistry-and-my-ph-d-advisor-9ad462a4affc
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Francisco Hernandez is the Director of Academic Affairs at Ocean Medical Center. In 
addition, he oversees the Residency Training Programs at Jersey Shore University 
Medical Center, and Ocean Medical Center.

Francisco has worked in Graduate Medical Education for over 10 years. He has been 
working for HMH for over a year. His role at HMH is to oversee graduate medical 
education, undergraduate medical education and continuing medical education.

Through ongoing efforts in unifying the HMH north and central regions he has 
collaborated in bringing solutions to improve medical education for all trainees at 
Jersey Shore University Medical Center and Ocean Medical Center.

As a leader in graduate medical education at HMH, Francisco strives to ensure each 
residency program remains in compliance with the ACGME (Accreditation Council 
for Graduate Medical Education) accreditation guidelines.

He is the first Hispanic, and male to serve a 3-year term at the Coordinators’ 
Executive Committee at the Association of Pediatric Program Directors. He is a 
member of the Association for Hospitals in Medical Education (AHME) and he has 
presented at national conferences.

He was born and raised in the Dominican Republic. He holds an M.B.A. from 
Western Governors University and a B.A. from Keiser University. His interests are 
reading, traveling and advocating for underserved communities.
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