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Celebrating Hispanic Heritage Month 2020

Hackensack Meridian Health is honored 
to celebrate National Hispanic Heritage 
Month from September 15th though 
October 15th. This is an annual 
celebration which recognizes the 
culture, traditions, history and 
contributions of Latinx Americans in the 
United States. This year’s national 
theme is “Hispanics: Be Proud of Your 
Past, Embrace the Future”. The theme 
invites us to reflect on the numerous 
contributions the Latinx community 
have made to our nation and around 
the world.  Throughout this time, HMH 
will highlight some of these 
contributions.

September 15th- October 15th



Celebrating Hispanic Heritage Month 2020

The first celebration occurred in 1968 as 
Hispanic Heritage Week and began on 
September 15th, to commemorate the 
anniversary of independence for Costa Rica, El 
Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras and Mexico. 

It also included the 16th and 18th, the 
independence days of Mexico and Chile, 
respectively.

In 1988, Congress expanded the week long 
observance to a 30- day period.  Each year, the 
U.S. President issues a proclamation to begin 
the celebration of National Hispanic Heritage 
Month. 



Countries we 
celebrate during

Hispanic Heritage 
Month 

Facts About Hispanic Heritage Month 2020



• September 15th is the anniversary 
of independence for Costa Rica, El 
Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras 
and Nicaragua.

• Mexico’s independence day is on 
September 16th.

• Chile’s independence day is on 
September 18th.

• This month also includes holidays 
that recognize Hispanic 
contributions such as “Puerto Rico 
Friendship Day” that is celebrated 
in the U.S. Virgin Islands.

Facts About Hispanic Heritage Month 2020



The term Hispanic or Latinx, as defined by the U.S. Census Bureau, refers to 

Puerto Rican, South American,  Central American, or other Spanish culture or 

origin regardless of race.

The United States Census Bureau reported that there are roughly 60 million 

Hispanic or Latinx people living in the U.S.A. This accounts for roughly 18.5% 

of the population. The Hispanic and Latinx community is the largest minority 

group in the U.S.A.  In the last 10 years, the nation has diversified even faster 

than experts predicted. In fact, by 2045 the Hispanic/Latinx population is 

expected to grow to at least 24.6% of the total U.S. population.

Facts About Hispanic Heritage Month 2020

https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/fact/table/US/PST045219
https://www.brookings.edu/research/new-census-data-shows-the-nation-is-diversifying-even-faster-than-predicted/
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/the-avenue/2018/03/14/the-us-will-become-minority-white-in-2045-census-projects/

https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/fact/table/US/PST045219
https://www.brookings.edu/research/new-census-data-shows-the-nation-is-diversifying-even-faster-than-predicted/


Antonia Novello, M.D
Former Surgeon General of the U.S.A.

Dr. Antonia Novello (Puerto Rico) is a physician and 
public health administrator. She was a vice admiral in 
the Public Health Service Commissioned Corps and 
served as Surgeon General of the United States from 
1990 to 1993, under President George H. W. Bush.

She is the first woman and first Hispanic/Latinx to serve 
in this role. During her time as Surgeon General, she 
focused on publicizing the dangers of smoking and 
teenage drinking, expanding AIDS education, and 
improving health care for women, minorities, and 
children.

After completing her post as Surgeon General, she 
went to work for the United Nations Children’s Fund.  
Novello earned a B.S. and MD from the University of 
Puerto Rico and a master’s degree in public health 
from Johns Hopkins University.

https://workingwomanreport.com/words-of-wisdon-from-former-u-s-surgeon-general-dr-antonia-novello/
https://cfmedicine.nlm.nih.gov/physicians/biography_239.html

https://workingwomanreport.com/words-of-wisdon-from-former-u-s-surgeon-general-dr-antonia-novello/


Rafael Egozcue, B.S., M.S.

HMH – BMC & RMC
Director, Human Resources

Rafael Egozcue Director, Human Resources for  Hackensack Meridian Health’s Bayshore Medical 
Center and Riverview Medical Center. Rafael celebrated his one-year anniversary at HMH on 
September 9, 2020.

As the HR Director for Bayshore and Riverview, Rafael is responsible of overseeing the 
implementation of human resources programs with the partnership of his HR Team and Sr. Leaders.  
These programs include Talent Management, Performance Management, Compensation, Team 
Member Relations, Training and Development, Employee Communication and Recognition.  

Although Rafael was born in California, he was raised on the Island of Puerto Rico.  He is of Puerto 
Rican and Cuban descent, and proud to be Puerto Rican or “Boricua” as his culture refers to it.

Rafael has lived and traveled to different parts of the country throughout his career.  Although, he 
appreciates the many lessons and experiences life has brought him, he does miss home (Puerto 
Rico).  He misses the people, culture, the beautiful beaches and the many sceneries his Island has to 
offer.  Rafael’s family does visit home every year, but when it’s time to leave it becomes difficult to 
leave his family behind after each visit.  In his New Jersey home, his kids are raised to know they are 
“Boricuas” and by traveling every year to the Island they get to learn and embrace their culture.  

He and his family are proud “Boricuas” that live in the United States  and are working towards a 
better future, but they will never forget  their true heritage.   

Rafael attended Universidad Metropolitan in Cupey, Puerto Rico.  He received his  Bachelor of 
Science degree in Psychology. He moved to Florida  and attended Nova Southeastern University 
where he received his Master’s of Science degree in Human Resource Management.  

Rafael Egozcue, M.S., B.S., 
HMH – BMC & RMC Director, Human Resources


